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“Whoever fights monsters should see to it that in the process 
he does not become a monster.”— Friedrich Nietzsche 

We’re not dealing with a government that exists to serve its people, protect their 
liberties and ensure their happiness. 

Rather, we are the unfortunate victims of the diabolical machinations of a 
make-works program carried out on an epic scale whose only purpose is 
to keep the powers-that-be permanently (and profitably) employed. 

Case in point: the FBI. 

The government’s henchmen have become the embodiment of how 
power, once acquired, can be so easily corrupted and abused. Indeed, far 
from being tough on crime, FBI agents are also among the nation’s most 
notorious lawbreakers. 

Whether the FBI is planting undercover agents in churches, synagogues 
and mosques; issuing fake emergency letters to gain access to 
Americans’ phone records; using intimidation tactics to silence 
Americans who are critical of the government, or persuading 
impressionable individuals to plot acts of terror and then entrapping 
them, the overall impression of the nation’s secret police force is that of a 
well-dressed thug, flexing its muscles and doing the boss’ dirty work. 

Clearly, this is not a government agency that appears to understand, let alone 
respect, the limits of the Constitution. 

Indeed, this same government agency has a pattern and practice of 
entrapment that involves targeting vulnerable individuals, feeding them 
with the propaganda, know-how and weapons intended to turn them into 
terrorists, and then arresting them as part of an elaborately orchestrated 
counterterrorism sting. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/earl-ofari-hutchinson/the-fbi-walks-a-perilous-_b_3447225.html
http://www.lewrockwell.com/2013/06/william-norman-grigg/the-american-secret-police/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/15/magazine/fbi-international-terrorism-informants.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/15/magazine/fbi-international-terrorism-informants.html
https://theintercept.com/2015/03/16/howthefbicreatedaterrorist/
https://theintercept.com/2015/03/16/howthefbicreatedaterrorist/


Basically, it works like this: in order to justify their crime-fighting superpowers, 
the FBI manufactures criminals by targeting vulnerable individuals and feeding 
them anti-government propaganda; then, undercover agents and informants 
equip the targeted individuals with the training and resources to challenge what 
they’ve been indoctrinated into believing is government corruption; and finally, 
the FBI arrests the targeted individuals for engaging in anti-government, 
terrorist activities. 

This is what passes for the government’s perverse idea of being tough on 
crime. 

For example, undercover FBI agents pretending to be associated with ISIS 
have been accused of seeking out online and befriending a 16-year-old with 
brain development issues, persuading him to secretly send them small cash 
donations in the form of gift cards, and then the moment Mateo Ventura, turned 
18, arresting him for providing financial support to an Islamic terrorist group. 

If convicted, the teenager could spend up to 10 years in prison. 

Yet as The Intercept explains, “the only „terrorist‟ he is accused of ever 
being in contact with was an undercover FBI agent who befriended him 
online as a 16-year-old… This law enforcement tactic has been criticized 
by national security researchers who have scrutinized the FBI‟s role in 
manufacturing terrorism cases using vulnerable people who would have 
been unable to commit crimes without prolonged government assistance 
and encouragement… the Ventura case may indicate that authorities are 
still open to conjuring terrorists where none existed.” 

In another incident, the FBI used an undercover agent/informant to seek out 
and groom an impressionable young man, cultivating his friendship, gaining his 
sympathy, stoking his outrage over injustices perpetrated by the U.S. 
government, then enlisting his help to blow up the Herald Square subway 
station. Despite the fact that Shahawar Matin Siraj ultimately refused to 
plant a bomb at the train station, he was arrested for conspiring to do so 
at the urging of his FBI informant and used to bolster the government‟s 
track record in foiling terrorist plots. Of course, no mention was made of the 
part the government played in fabricating the plot, recruiting a would-be 
bomber, and setting him up to take the fall. 

These are Machiavellian tactics with far-reaching consequences for every 
segment of the population, no matter what one’s political leanings, but it is 
especially dangerous for anyone whose views could in any way be 
characterized as anti-government. 

As Rozina Ali writes for The New York Times Magazine, ―The government’s 
approach to counterterrorism erodes constitutional protections for 
everyone, by blurring the lines between speech and action and by 
broadening the scope of who is classified as a threat.‖ 

https://theintercept.com/2023/06/15/fbi-undercover-isis-teenager-terrorist/
https://theintercept.com/2023/06/15/fbi-undercover-isis-teenager-terrorist/
https://theintercept.com/2023/06/15/fbi-undercover-isis-teenager-terrorist/
https://theintercept.com/2023/06/15/fbi-undercover-isis-teenager-terrorist/
https://theintercept.com/2023/06/15/fbi-undercover-isis-teenager-terrorist/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/15/magazine/fbi-international-terrorism-informants.html


For instance, it was reported that the FBI had been secretly carrying out an 
entrapment scheme in which it used a front company, ANOM, to sell purportedly 
hack-proof phones to organized crime syndicates and then used those phones 
to spy on them as they planned illegal drug shipments, plotted robberies and 
put out contracts for killings using those booby-trapped phones. 

All told, the FBI intercepted 27 million messages over the course of 18 months. 

What this means is that the FBI was also illegally spying on individuals 
using those encrypted phones who may not have been involved in any 
criminal activity whatsoever. 

Even reading a newspaper article is now enough to get you flagged for 
surveillance by the FBI. The agency served a subpoena on USA Today / 
Gannett to provide the internet addresses and mobile phone information for 
everyone who read a news story online on a particular day and time about the 
deadly shooting of FBI agents. 

This is the danger of allowing the government to carry out widespread 
surveillance, sting and entrapment operations using dubious tactics that 
sidestep the rule of law: “we the people” become suspects and potential 
criminals, while government agents, empowered to fight crime using all means 
at their disposal, become indistinguishable from the corrupt forces they seek to 
vanquish.   

To go after terrorists, they become terrorists. 

To go after drug smugglers, they become drug smugglers. 

To go after thieves, they become thieves. 

For instance, when the FBI raided a California business that was suspected of 
letting drug dealers anonymously stash guns, drugs and cash in its private 
vaults, agents seized the contents of all the  safety deposit boxes and filed 
forfeiture motions to keep the contents, which include millions of dollars’ 
worth of valuables owned by individuals not accused of any crime 
whatsoever. 

It’s hard to say whether we’re dealing with a kleptocracy (a government 
ruled by thieves), a kakistocracy (a government run by unprincipled 
career politicians, corporations and thieves that panders to the worst 
vices in our nature and has little regard for the rights of American 
citizens), or if we’ve gone straight to an idiocracy.  

This certainly isn’t a constitutional democracy, however. 

Some days, it feels like the FBI is running its own crime syndicate complete with 
mob rule and mafia-style justice. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/06/08/fbi-app-arrests-australia-crime/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/06/08/fbi-app-arrests-australia-crime/
https://www.activistpost.com/2021/06/sneaky-sneaky-fbi-created-company-that-sold-encrypted-devices-to-organized-crime-led-to-800-arrests-in-16-countries.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/06/03/usa-today-subpeona-florida-shooting-491847
https://reason.com/2021/05/26/see-the-fbi-dig-through-an-innocent-womans-safe-deposit-box/
https://reason.com/2021/05/26/see-the-fbi-dig-through-an-innocent-womans-safe-deposit-box/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-04-02/fbi-beverly-hills-vault-search-seizure
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/five-myths-about-kleptocracy/2017/01/04/42b30d72-c78f-11e6-8bee-54e800ef2a63_story.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/rick-finkelstein/kakistocracy-a-word-you-s_b_132417.html
http://time.com/4327424/idiocracy/


In addition to creating certain crimes in order to then ―solve‖ them, the 
FBI also gives certain informants permission to break the law, ―including 
everything from buying and selling illegal drugs to bribing government 
officials and plotting robberies,‖ in exchange for their cooperation on 
other fronts. 

USA Today estimates that agents have authorized criminals to engage in as 
many as 15 crimes a day (5600 crimes a year). Some of these informants are 
getting paid astronomical sums: one particularly unsavory fellow, later arrested 
for attempting to run over a police officer, was actually paid $85,000 for his help 
laying the trap for an entrapment scheme. 

In a stunning development reported by The Washington Post, a probe into 
misconduct by an FBI agent resulted in the release of at least a dozen 
convicted drug dealers from prison. 

In addition to procedural misconduct, trespassing, enabling criminal activity, and 
damaging private property, the FBI’s laundry list of crimes against the American 
people includes surveillance, disinformation, blackmail, entrapment, intimidation 
tactics, and harassment. 

For example, the Associated Press lodged a complaint with the Dept. of Justice 
after learning that FBI agents created a fake AP news story and emailed it, 
along with a clickable link, to a bomb threat suspect in order to implant tracking 
technology onto his computer and identify his location. Lambasting the agency, 
AP attorney Karen Kaiser railed, “The FBI may have intended this false story as 
a trap for only one person. However, the individual could easily have reposted 
this story to social networks, distributing to thousands of people, under our 
name, what was essentially a piece of government disinformation.” 

Then again, to those familiar with COINTELPRO, an FBI program created 
to ―disrupt, misdirect, discredit, and neutralize‖ groups and individuals 
the government considers politically objectionable, it should come as no 
surprise that the agency has mastered the art of government 
disinformation. 

The FBI has been particularly criticized in the wake of the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
for targeting vulnerable individuals and not only luring them into fake terror plots 
but actually equipping them with the organization, money, weapons and 
motivation to carry out the plots—entrapment—and then jailing them for their 
so-called terrorist plotting. This is what the FBI characterizes as “forward 
leaning—preventative—prosecutions.” 

The FBI has also repeatedly sought to expand its invasive hacking powers to 
allow agents to hack into any computer, anywhere in the world. 

Suffice it to say that when and if a true history of the FBI is ever written, it will 
not only track the rise of the American police state but it will also chart the 
decline of freedom in America: how a nation that once abided by the rule of law 
and held the government accountable for its actions has steadily devolved into 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/08/04/fbi-informant-crimes-report/2613305/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/08/04/fbi-informant-crimes-report/2613305/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/nov/16/fbi-entrapment-fake-terror-plots
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/probe-of-fbi-agent-leads-to-convicted-drug-dealers-released-from-prison/2014/10/31/48e7b1e6-6064-11e4-9f3a-7e28799e0549_story.html
https://corpcommap.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/letter_103014.pdf
https://corpcommap.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/letter_103014.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/earl-ofari-hutchinson/the-fbi-walks-a-perilous-_b_3447225.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/nov/16/fbi-entrapment-fake-terror-plots
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/nov/16/fbi-entrapment-fake-terror-plots
https://www.ethicsintech.com/fbi-seeking-invasive-global-hacking-powers/


a police state where justice is one-sided, a corporate elite runs the show, 
representative government is a mockery, police are extensions of the military, 
surveillance is rampant, privacy is extinct, and the law is little more than a tool 
for the government to browbeat the people into compliance. 

This is how tyranny rises and freedom falls. 

The powers-that-be are not acting in our best interests. 

Almost every tyranny being perpetrated by the U.S. government against 
the citizenry—purportedly to keep us safe and the nation secure—has 
come about as a result of some threat manufactured in one way or 
another by our own government. 

Think about it. 

Cyberwarfare. Terrorism. Bio-chemical attacks. The nuclear arms race. 
Surveillance. The drug wars. Domestic extremism. The COVID-19 pandemic. 

In almost every instance, the U.S. government (often spearheaded by the FBI) 
has in its typical Machiavellian fashion sown the seeds of terror domestically 
and internationally in order to expand its own totalitarian powers. 

Consider that this very same government has taken every bit of technology sold 
to us as being in our best interests—GPS devices, surveillance, nonlethal 
weapons, etc.—and used it against us, to track, control and trap us. 

Are you getting the picture yet? 

The U.S. government isn’t protecting us from threats to our freedoms. 

The U.S. government is creating the threats to our freedoms. It is, as I 
make clear in my book Battlefield America: The War on the American 
People and in its fictional counterpart The Erik Blair Diaries, the source of 
the threats to our freedoms. 

ABOUT JOHN W. WHITEHEAD 

Constitutional attorney and author John W. Whitehead is founder and president 
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2nd Article 

Traitor to the Constitution: The U.S. 
Government Is the Real Criminal – June, 2023 

“The most dangerous man to any government is the man who is able to think 
things out for himself, without regard to the prevailing superstitions and 
taboos. Almost inevitably he comes to the conclusion that the government he 
lives under is dishonest, insane and intolerable.”—H.L. Mencken 

And so it continues. 

This entire fiasco—indicting Donald Trump for allegedly violating both the Espionage 
Act and obstructing justice by improperly handling classified records—is merely the 
latest in a never-ending series of distractions, distortions, and political theater aimed 
at diverting the public’s attention from the sinister advances of the American Deep 
State. 

Don’t allow yourselves to be distracted, diverted or mesmerized by the cheap 
theater tricks. 

This indictment spectacle is Shakespearean in its scope: full of sound and fury, 
signifying nothing. 

Nothing is the key word here. 

Despite the wall-to-wall media coverage, this is all just smoke and mirrors. 

Mark my words: the government is as corrupt and self-serving as ever, 
dominated by two political factions that pretend to be at odds with each other 
all the while moving in lockstep to maintain the status quo. 

If you really want to talk about who’s guilty of treason, set your sights higher: indict 
the government for overstepping its authority, abusing its power, disregarding the 
rule of law, and betraying the American people. 

When we refer to the “rule of law,” that’s constitutional shorthand for the idea that 
everyone is treated the same under the law, everyone is held equally accountable to 
abiding by the law, and no one is given a free pass based on their politics, their 
connections, their wealth, their status or any other bright line test used to confer 
special treatment on the elite. 

When the government and its agents no longer respect the rule of law—the 
Constitution—or believe that it applies to them, then the very contract on 
which this relationship is based becomes invalid. 



This abuse of power has been going on for so long that it has become the 
norm, the Constitution be damned. 

There are hundreds—make that thousands—of government bureaucrats who are 
getting away with murder (in many cases, literally) simply because the legislatures, 
courts and the citizenry can’t be bothered to make them play by the rules of the 
Constitution. 

Unless something changes in the way we deal with these on-going, egregious 
abuses of power, the predators of the police state will continue to wreak havoc on 
our freedoms, our communities, and our lives. 

For too long now, the American people have played politics with their principles and 
turned a blind eye to all manner of wrongdoing when it was politically expedient, 
allowing the government to wreak havoc with their freedoms and act in violation of 
the rule of law. 

“We the people” are paying the price for it now. 

We are paying the price every day that we allow the government to continue to 
wage its war on the American People, a war that is being fought on many 
fronts: with bullets and tasers, with surveillance cameras and license readers, 
with intimidation and propaganda, with court rulings and legislation, with the 
collusion of every bureaucrat who dances to the tune of corporate hand-outs 
while on the government’s payroll, and most effectively of all, with the 
complicity of the American people, who continue to allow themselves to be 
easily manipulated by their politics, distracted by their pastimes, and 
acclimated to a world in which government corruption is the norm. 

It’s the nature of the beast: power corrupts. 

Worse, as 19th-century historian Lord Acton concluded, absolute power corrupts 
absolutely. 

We’ve been losing our freedoms so incrementally for so long—sold to us in the name 
of national security and global peace, maintained by way of martial law disguised as 
law and order, and enforced by a standing army of militarized police and a political 
elite determined to maintain their powers at all costs—that it’s hard to pinpoint 
exactly when it all started going downhill, but we’re certainly on that downward 
trajectory now, and things are moving fast. 

The republic has fallen. 

The Deep State’s plot to take over America has succeeded. 

The American system of representative government has been overthrown by a 
profit-driven, militaristic, corporate oligarchy bent on total control and global 
domination through the imposition of martial law here at home and by 
fomenting wars abroad. 

http://www.bu.edu/law/journals-archive/bulr/documents/marshall.pdf
https://acton.org/pub/religion-liberty/volume-2-number-6/power-corrupts
https://acton.org/pub/religion-liberty/volume-2-number-6/power-corrupts


Even now, we are being pushed and prodded towards a civil war, not because 
the American people are so divided but because that’s how corrupt 
governments control a populace (i.e., divide and conquer). 

These are dangerous times. 

These are indeed dangerous times but not because of violent crime or terrorism or 
illegal immigration. 

No, the real danger that we face comes from none other than the U.S. 
government and the powers it has granted to its standing armies to rob, steal, 
cheat, harass, detain, brutalize, terrorize, torture and kill American citizens 
with immunity. 

The danger “we the people” face comes from masked invaders on the government 
payroll who crash through our doors in the dark of night, shoot our dogs, and 
terrorize our families. 

This danger comes from militarized henchmen on the government payroll who 
demand absolute obedience, instill abject fear, and shoot first and ask questions 
later. 

This danger comes from greedy, power-hungry bureaucrats on the government 
payroll who have little to no understanding of their constitutional limits. 

This danger comes from greedy politicians and corporations for whom profit trumps 
principle. 

Consider, if you will, all of the dastardly, devious, diabolical, dangerous, debilitating, 
deceitful, dehumanizing, demonic, depraved, dishonorable, disillusioning, 
discriminatory, dictatorial schemes inflicted on “we the people” by a bureaucratic, 
totalitarian regime that has long since ceased to be “a government of the people, by 
the people and for the people.” 

 Americans have no protection against police abuse. 
 Americans are little more than pocketbooks to fund the police state. 
 Americans are no longer innocent until proven guilty. 
 Americans no longer have a right to private property. 
 Americans no longer have a say about what their children are exposed to in 

school. 
 Americans are powerless in the face of militarized police. 
 Americans no longer have a right to bodily integrity. 
 Americans no longer have a right to the expectation of privacy. 
 Americans can no longer rely on the courts to mete out justice. 
 Americans no longer have a representative government. 

I haven’t even touched on the corporate state, the military industrial complex, SWAT 
team raids, invasive surveillance technology, zero tolerance policies in the schools, 
over criminalization, or privatized prisons, to name just a few, but what I have 
touched on should be enough to show that the landscape of our freedoms has 



already changed dramatically from what it once was and will no doubt continue to 
deteriorate unless Americans can find a way to wrest back control of their 
government and reclaim their freedoms. 

Indictments, impeachments and elections will not save us. 

History may show that from this point forward, we will have left behind any 
semblance of constitutional government and entered into a totalitarian state 
where all citizens are suspects and security trumps freedom. 

Even with its constantly shifting terrain, this topsy-turvy travesty of law and 
government has become America’s new normal. 

From Clinton to Bush, then Obama to Trump and now Biden, it’s as if we’re caught in 
a time loop, forced to re-live the same thing over and over again: the same assaults 
on our freedoms, the same disregard for the rule of law, the same subservience to 
the Deep State, and the same corrupt, self-serving government that exists only to 
amass power, enrich its shareholders and ensure its continued domination. 

There can be no denying that the world is indeed a dangerous place, but it’s 
the government that poses the gravest threat to our freedoms and way of life, 
and no amount of politicking, parsing or pandering will change that. 

It is easy to be diverted, distracted and amused by political circuses and 
entertainment spectacles. 

What is far more difficult to face up to is the reality of life in America, where “we the 
people” are at a distinct disadvantage in the face of the government elite’s power 
grabs, greed and firepower. 

The Constitution doesn’t stand a chance against a federalized, globalized 
standing army protected by legislative, judicial and executive branches that 
are all on the same side. 

As I make clear in my book Battlefield America: The War on the American People 
and in its fictional counterpart The Erik Blair Diaries, no matter what political views 
they subscribe to: suffice it to say, they are not on our side or the side of freedom. 

That is the real betrayal. 
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